
 

  

Joseph Henry  
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Race to the Core 
JOSEPH HENRY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (K-6) 

5317 Sacandaga Road, Galway, NY 12074  

Principal Michelle McDougall  

Phone: 518.882.1291 Fax: 518.882.9430  

Joseph  Henry Elementary School 

Important Facts 

472 K-6 Students: 

 238 males 

 234 females 

  

Grade Level Sections:  

 Co-K= 1 section 

 Kindergarten =3 sections 

 First Grade=3 sections 

 Second Grade=3 sections 

 Third Grade=3 sections 

 Fourth Grade=3 sections 

 Fifth Grade=4 sections 

 Sixth Grade=3 sections 

  

Additional Assistance:   

 4 AIS reading teachers 

 2 AIS math teachers 

 6 special education teachers 

 1 Speech Therapist 

  

Additional Service providers: 

 OT & OT speech provided by BOCES  

 PE 

 Music 

 Art 

 Computers are offered to all students K-6  

  

Additional Facts: 

 Grades 1-5 offer a co-teaching model to support our students in the least 

restrictive environment 

 96.5 % average attendance rate 



 

  Joseph Henry Elementary School 

Important Facts 

  472 K-6 Students: 

 238 males 

 234 females 

  

  Grade Level Sections:  

 Co-K= 1 section 

 Kindergarten =3 sections 

 First Grade=3 sections 

 Second Grade=3 sections 

 Third Grade=3 sections 

 Fourth Grade=3 sections 

 Fifth Grade=4 sections 

 Sixth Grade=3 sections 

  

  Additional Assistance:   

 4 AIS reading teachers 

 2 AIS math teachers 

 6 special education teachers 

 1 Speech Therapist 

  

  Additional Service providers: 

 OT & OT speech provided by BOCES  

 PE 

 Music 

 Art 

 Computers are offered to all students K-6  

  

  Additional Facts: 

 Grades 1-5 offer a co-teaching model to support our students in the least 

restrictive environment 

 96.5 % average attendance rate 



 

  
 

Station 1- (Room #95)  

Q: What is the Common Core and where did it come from? 

A: The Common Core State Standards is a state-led effort coordinated by the 

council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors 

Association. The goal of the Common Core State Standards is to provide a 

single set of clear and consistent educational standards in math and English 

language arts across the states. 45 states, the District of Columbia, four 

territories, and the Department of Defense have adopted the Common Core 

Standards. 

 Q: How many states adopted the Common Core State Standards? 

 A: 45 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

 

Station 2- (Room #93) 

Q: Why do we need new standards? 

 A: Until now each state had its own standards. The Common Core 

Standards allow for consistency across classrooms throughout each state. 

Students moving from state to state or school to school will all be learning 

the same thing and have the same high expectations. 
 

Q: The new standards allow for greater…? 

 A: Consistency 



 

  
Station 3- (Room #110) 

Q: What does Common Core look like in the classroom? 

A: Every classroom will not look the same nor will the teacher be expected to 

teach the same way. However every child at each grade will be expected to  

have the same goals. The Common Core Standards are a clear set of shared 

goals and expectations for what students need to learn. The Common Core is  

not the curriculum. Teachers will continue to create lesson plans and tailor 

instruction to meet the needs of the students in their room while benefiting  

from their teacher’s personal teaching style 
 

Q: Does the Common Core require every teacher to teach the same 

way?"  

A: No 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Station 4 (Room #120) 
 

Q: What are the benefits of the Common Core Learning Standards? 

A: The Common Core Learning Standards prepare students with the  

knowledge and skills they need to succeed in college and work. They provide 

educators, parents and students with clear, focused standards. They have 

consistent expectations regardless of a student’s zip code. They require a  

student to show knowledge and apply that knowledge. They are based on real-

world application. They are researched-based 
 

Q: Do the Common Core Learning Standards change if we move to 

another state? 

A: No 

  



 

  
Station 5 (Room #97) 
 

Q: How is JHE supporting students for the higher expectations associated 

with the Common Core Learning Standards? 

A:  

 JHE introduced a Co-Kindergarten program to allow some students the ability to 

grow an additional year to develop solid foundational skills 

 JHE has also secured rooms for Head Start to use to help preschoolers grow and 

prosper 

 JHE has adopted enVisionMATH textbooks to support our Common Core Learning 

of mathematics 

 We have developed a master schedule with block schedules and professional 

learning communities built in in order to provide students with as much support as 

possible within the school day 

 We have included a second dismissal in order to provide students with additional 

time to master the necessary curriculum 

 We have coordinated enrichment programs through Skidmore College and BOCES 

 We have used the SCAT testing to identify students that could benefit from 

accelerated learning and provided accelerated programs for these students 

 We use STAR testing to assess all students three times per year to help identify 

students area of strengths and weakness 

 We provide AIS/Encore time to all students every day 

 We initiated an Academic Pep Rally and honor roll to recognize high achieving 

students and motivate others to achieve 

Q: Name one way JHE has prepared for the Common Core. 

A: Any of the above 

Station 6 (Room #123) 

Q: Did New York add anything to the Common Core that other states did 

not? 

A: Yes, in 2011 the Board of Regents added Pre-K standards for ELA and Math.  

They also added and 11th standard, “responding to literature,” and grade-level 

expectations for student inquiry, culture and diversity. More specifically, in math, 

Kindergarteners must develop an understanding of ordinal numbers (first through 

10th) and first graders must be able to recognize and identify coins by their names and 

values. 

Q: Is it really necessary for my first grader to know that a quarter is 

worth 25 cents? 

A: Yes 



 

  
Station 7 (Room 102) 

Q: What is new for ELA? 

A: Non-fiction makes up the majority of required reading. Informational 

text is harder to understand than narrative text and more instructional time 

is needed to practice. An informational text compared to literary texts is 

50/50 in elementary school. An emphasis on reading, writing and speaking 

based on evidence is another important piece. Taking a position or 

informing others through citing evidence is important in college and the 

workplace. 
 

Q: How can I help my child with the new Common Core ELA 

standards? 

A: Read, Read, Read…Look 

for word problems, ask your 

child to double or halve a 

recipe or figure out how much 

soil is needed for a garden by 

measuring the length, width 

and depth. Make it real and 

relevant 

  
 

Station 8 (Room 108) 

Q: The Common Core is supposed to be rigorous. What does that 

mean? 

A: The Common Core instruction focuses on fewer, more central 

standards. Students need to build a core understanding and then link 

concepts to real-world skills. Students need to have a conceptual 

understanding of key ideas and organizing principles of mathematics such 

as place value or the law of arithmetic. Speed and accuracy are very 

important.  
 

Q: Does the state still feel that learning less about more or more 

about less is most important in mathematics?  

A: More about less. Students will be asked to master the basic math facts as 

the building blocks to future learning.   



 

  
 
Station 9 (Room 112) 

Q: Will the State Tests be different? 
 

A: Yes, the students need to respond to multiple choice questions as well as 

open-ended items and show their work.  ELA will focus on non-fiction and 

original texts. Students will be required to solve multi step problems and real-

life application  
 

Q: How hard are the problems? 

A: Please solve the problem on the Smart Board 
 

Station 10 (Computer Lab) 

Q: How can I help my child at home? 

A: Learning does not start or stop in the classroom. Children need your 

support at home. Make a separate place for homework to be completed. Carve 

out time every day when your child can complete their homework. Look to the 

attached resources for help and support. 
  

Q: What resources can I find to help me? 

A:  

 Pearson Math- website 

 Accelerated Reading website 

 Accelerated Math -website 

 Study Island-website 

 Reading Eggs- Website 

 Science- Website 

 Read non-fiction and fiction aloud or with your child 

 Read informational text such as the newspaper, magazines and technical 

magazines 

 Talk with your child and have him or her explain things 

 Encourage writing 

 Help your child memorize basic math facts 

 Discuss and do real life math with your child 

 Look for “word problems” in real life 

 Encourage good work ethic 

 Let your children see you “do” math 

 Be positive and encouraging 

 Discuss college and the importance of graduating from college 



 

Donations By: 

Galway Market 

Bowtie Movie Theatre 

Augies 

American Culinary Federation 

Evan’s Family 

Holland Meadows 

Cock and Bull Restaurant 

JHE Staff 

Hoffman’s Car Wash 

Mrs.Wasserman 

Kurtzner Family 

AAC Family Wellness  

Willard Mountain 

Adirondack Fun Factory 

Over the Moon 

Subway 

Ballston Spa National Bank 

German Auto Parts 

Glenville YMCA 

Don Precor 

      

Walmart 

Curtis Lumber 

Chuck’s Store 

Stewarts 

Agway 

Kurtzner Family 

Creative Sparks 

Druthers Restaurant 

Saratoga Restaurant 

Burnt Hills Music 

Raindancer Steak Parlor 

Amici Hair Salon 

Amorici Vineyard Winery 

Smith Bakery 

Johnston Winery 

Jankowski Insurance 

Hagaman Barbershop 

Village Pizzeria  

Galway PTSA 

Anderson’s Farm 

EaglesMediaCenter.com 

 


